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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To lengthen the life of an electric vehicle by providing the 1st drive stop switch 
at least to stop the operation of a travelling drive system other than a fuel cell of an electric 
vehicle and the 2nd drive stop switch to stop the generation of the fuel cell. 

CONSTITUTION: When the drive stopped for a short time, a key switch 45 is operated to 
OFF by a driver. A controller 37 then stops the drive of each kind of equipment unrelated 
to the generation of a fuel cell 2 such as a travelling motor 5a, a loading pump motor 5b, 
etc., with a load contactor 44 closed. When the drive is stopped for a long time, a 
complete stop switch 46 is operated by the driver. The controller 37 then stops the 
generation of the fuel cell 2. The frequency of ON and OFF operation (starting and 
stopping of drive) of a methanol reformer 1 and the fuel cell 2 is thereby reduced and 
thermal fatigue of the methanol reformer 1 and the fuel cell 2 by the repetition of heating 
and cooling is lessened so that the life of an electric car can be lengthened. 
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